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has been significantly deficient, there is greater distruption and risk
of immediate and long range emotional damage for the child in

separation from its mother than from its father.”
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9272 PIND MXND NN NIN> PARY TY , 1Y NN NPINK ¥ DT OND INTY Nya DRI
57 ;9300 nAPRD N9
10 NN DN NN O) DIPYWY IWAND PIND ,I2Y2D MIAN DY MINDIN NTYNN NPIN DY NITYH MY
%1y 95 NYAPN DY MOV 90N DITNVN N [ TI0 DNNNA .NMNWNN DY NVINNA TOON DY
IN APIND KDY L1950 D0 SNPY Y993 AN PIWa P NN IN DN DY HPNY D99 DY
. oy
To determine what is in the best interests of a very young child regard must
necessarily be had to its relationship with the mother with whom it is living. To
suggest that any recognition of the normal mother’s natural ability to look after
a very young child amounts to sexual discrimination is absurd. Nature has
endowed men and women with very different attributes and it so happens that
mothers are generally better fitted than fathers to provide for the needs of very
young children. This is no more discriminatory than the fact that only women

can give birth. ...

To summarise, the advantage to a very child of being with its mother is a
consideration which must be taken into account in deciding where lie its best
interests in custody proceedings in which the mother is involved. It is neither a
presumption nor a principle but rather recognition of a widely held belief based
on practical experience and the workings of nature. Its importance will vary
according to the age of the child and to the other circumstances of each
individual case such as whether the child has been living with or apart from the
mother and whether she is or is not capable of providing proper care.

Circumstances may be such that it has no importance at all. Furthermore it will
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always yield to other competing advantages which more effectively promote the
welfare of the child. However, where a very young child has been with its
mother since birth and there is no criticism of her ability to care for the child

only the strongest competing advantages are likely to prevail.
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